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convex in the young animal. The lower face is rough, and
traversed in its length by a wide groove which reaches the
bottom of the acetabulum, and lodges the pubio-femoral liga-
ment (accessory ligament of the hip-joint) and a very large vein
The anterior border is thin and uneven, and is curved like
the arc of a circle ; it concurs in forming the anterior circum-
ference of the pelvis. The posterior border is thick and
concave, and forms the anterior boundary of the oval obturator
foramen. The inner border joins that of the opposite pubic
bone in the middle line, to form the anterior portion of the
ischio-pubic symphysis. The external or cotyloid angle is
thick, and constitutes the largest portion of the roughened
depressed surface at the bottom of the acetabulum. The
internal angle is united to the corresponding angle of the
opposite bone. The posterior angle is fused at an early age
with the antero-internal angle of the ischium, to form the
inner boundary of the obturator foramen.
During life the spongy tissue of the bone is gradually replaced
by compact bone, and in old age has entirely disappeared.
The compact bone is most abundant near the acetabulum, so
that here the shape of the pubis cannot be altered at the time
of parturition because of the resulting rigidity. Here also
ossification begins.
The Sacrum is formed by the fusion of five sacral vertebrae.
It is triangular in shape, with the base directed forwards. It
articulates in front with the last lumbar vertebra, behind
with the first coccygeal bone, and laterally with the ossa
innominata.
The upper face carries the five supraspinous processes of
the saeral vertebrae. On each side of the spines are placed
four openings, the superior sacral foramina communicating
below with others on the inferior surface, also with the spinal
canal. The lower face is smooth and slightly concave from
before to behind. It forms the larger portion of the roof of
the pelvic cavity. It is crossed transversely by four lines,
indicating the points of junction of the vertebrae; and at the
lateral extremity of each line is situated a foramen, the
inferior sacral, from which emerges the inferior branch of
sacral nerves. These nerves, especially the first two, may be
occasionally injured during the passage of the foetus at a